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B Dear Officer,
“There can be no keener revelation of a society’s soul than how it

) - - .
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treats its children”

- Nelson Mandela, Former President of South Africa. )
We all know that the Covid-19 pandemic has left many children in

deep distress due to the loss of both parents or single parent. Hence

it becomes the responsibility of the society to nourish the childhood

of these children and prove that caring for children is part of Social
consciousness in the State of Karnataka.

Accordingly the Directorate of Child Protection has introduced this new
scheme known as “Bala Hitaishi’’ to provide a Mentor for Children
Affected by Covid-19 who are staying with their single parent or
extended families or in the Child Care Institution to give them
emotional, moral and social support and follow-up that the child’s
requirements are fulfilled and the child’s overall development is
ensured till they cross 18 years of age.

Objectives of the Scheme:
“It is easier to build strong children than to repair broken men.”
— Frederick Douglass, abolitionist and statesman.

Hence Bala Hitaishi tries to bring the child out of the trauma due to
the loss of both parents or single parent and help them coming back to
normalcy and be strong children.

e To provide Moral, Emotional and Social and other required suppa

family or with a Single Parent or in a Child Care
Institution.

‘ between children affected by COVID-19
il and committed Mentor.



: K To make a positive long term difference in the lives of these
children (even beyond the age of 18 years) and assist them to achleve
| their highest potential both academically and socially.

“Children are like wet cement whatever falls on them makes an
impression.”” — Haim Ginott, child psychologist.

Hence it becomes our moral responsibility to mobilize community interest
and sensitize adults to the problems and issues faced by children affected by
Covid-19 and turn them into advocates for children’s rights and best interests
so that these children get a positive impression of the society in which they
are being brought up.

The beneficiary of the Scheme will be all children below the age of 18 years
affected due to the death of both parents or Single parent due to COVID-19
and are staying with Single parent or extended family or in a Child Care

Institution. This Scheme will be implemented through the District Child
Protection Unit.

The Child Welfare Committee will consider the following while linking the
mentor and the child

“Children need models rather than critics.”’ - Joseph Joubert, French moraltstg,,

Hence the prospective Mentor should be devoid of Smoking, Drinking, Drugs
etc and other bad Habits so that they can be a good model for the child.

e Location/Geographical proximity,

e Language,

e Interests/hobbies

e Background

e Gender,

e Qualifications,

e All-female Children will be matched to :
female mentors. In the case of siblings ¢
belonging to both the genders, they will also |

be matched with female mentors only, m ;
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District Child Protection Unit should get Mentorship Order from the

' Child Welfare Committee and the Mentorship Order needs to be rénewed

once in a year through the Child Welfare Committee.

It is brought to your notice that Mentor will NOT receive any
honorarium from Government for the services rendered under this
Scheme. This Scheme is actually a means to provide a platform for the
Mentor/Bala Hitaishi who is willing to give monthly financial support to
the Child from their personal income, though providing financial support
is not compulsory to become a Mentor. If Mentor is willing to provide
financial support Mentor must commit the same minimum for One year.
The Child Welfare Committee mentorship order will mention the amount
and the account of the child or Joint Account of the Child and Guardian
to be credited etc.. details.

Mentors would be expected to spend a minimum of 6-8 hours per %/
month with the child and can design activities based on the child’s needs :
and preferences, the child’s age and their skills and networks. Activities may
include sports, Fine arts, reading books, helping with homework, exam
preparation, nurturing their hobbies and interests etc...

The Social Worker of the District Child Protection Unit(DCPU), will
submit regular periodical feedback about the effectiveness of the Mentorship
to Child Welfare Committee(CWC) through District Child Protection Officer
which will help the Child Welfare Committee to give appropriate Orders.

The-above Mentorship Scheme “Bala Hitaishi” has been approved by
the State Government vide
G.0.No: WCD 64 MA BHA BA 2021
Dated:05.06.2021.
For full details of the Scheme Guidelines of -
the Scheme may kindly be perused. . J




The children who lost both their parents or single parent due to
Covid-19 are most vulnerable to various abuses. In this context, the
following words of Nelson Mandela, Former President of South Africa
are to be remembered and to be implemented by all of us.

“Safety and security don't just happen, they are the result of
collective consensus and public investment. We owe our children,
the most vulnerable citizens in our society, a life free of violence
and fear.”

Hence | request you to kindly implement this scheme with
personal interest and ensure that every Covid affected child in your
district is linked to a meaningful and effective mentor so that the child’s
overall development is ensured and every child reaches their dream.

I would like to express my gratitude to all of you for helping me in
implementing this scheme with the words of Fred Rogers, television
personality

“Anyone who does anything to help a child is a hero to me.”

Yours faithfully,

Pallavi Akurathi, 1.A.S
Director
Directorate of Child Protection
Bangalore
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